GERMAN STANDARD

As adopted by the SV on September 20, 1897 and amended July 28, 1901; September 17, 1909
and Septrember 5, 1930 .

The German Shepherd Dog is slightly over medium size. He is fairly lengthy, strong and well
muscled up. Lively ond clert in temperament, owing to his keen intelligence few things escape
k%:m&m %Wﬁ&eﬁm«wm@wt 24 in., ronging between 22 and 26 in.
The measursment should be taken as height of the skeleton, the hair being well pressed down,
&Wawﬁw line from the withers through the elbows to the ground. The idsol dimensions
for the German Shepherd Dog as @ working dog mkﬂm 24 ond 26 in. wmmmn
22 and 24 for bitches. ﬁa@r&im M the maximur measurement or under the = is apt
to lessen his breeding mperamen %34 the salient characreristice of wate ness,
f%ééiiy Wmﬁ?mdém ﬁnﬁwmmwmaagm ™ 4>
. Although an outwordly pleasing appearance is to be aimed at, the primary
mé&w&m is his copability end usefulness os ¢ mwm

Yﬁwm&&am§mmmﬂ@ﬁu of the body, but without coarseness, elegant
in cppearance and foirly wide between the ecrs. The forehead seen from front and side
Méﬁaéyﬁégﬁym with af most enly o trace of o cenire furrow. The cheeks
form a rounded curve and should not protrude. Looked of from sbove, the top of the head
should graduelly taper obliquely from the ears to the tip of the noss, without teo pronounced
a stop and runaing info e powerful, lengthy end clean-cut muzzle.

The ips should be stretched tightly over a strong jow. The bridge of the nose should run
practically level with the line of the forehead. The dentition should be very rewerful;

the correct bite being a scissor bite, neither over ~ nor undar-shot. !inmwbaaf
medium size, Mﬁﬁummémw They shouid be carried erect, taperin

sharp points and inclined slightly forwards. One cccasionelly meets with on &
similer fo thet of a collle {i.e. tipped eurs). However, the erect sor is preferabl:
dogs who are working sheep ear carrioge is immaterial . It is, however, desiresle &ahmé
only from dogs with erect ears. mw;fswmmmmamw,
Puppies and young dogs frequently do not put their ears up before the fourth or sixth month
mismmmimmm& Eyes are medium sized, slmond shaped, obliquely
set and not protruding, preferably dark in colowr (matching the colour of the coat). The
expression should be i;w&y o mhii%gnm, showing reserve and distrust of strangers.

NECK

The neck should be powerful, with well~developed muscies, of medium length and without
dewlap. When the dog is alert it should be corried ereci.



BODY

The chest should be deap and not 190 broad. The ribs neither flat nor bemsi ribbed. The belly
moderately tucked up. The siraight and powerfully developed - not too long between tha
withers ond the croup. The t of the body -~ length should sxceed the memsurement of
the height taken at the shoulder. Square dogs ond these foo high on the lag should be rejected
The Shepherd Dog ghould not be aggressive. The agility he requires as ¢ sheep-herding dog it

long and stightly curved.

TAIL

The tail should be bushy, reaching to the hocks, forming sametimes o sideways bant hook .

When at rest 1t should hong downwards in @ slight curve. Vihen the dog is in mation or sxcited
the curve is more pronounced and the tail carriags higher ~ but it should not the horizontal . *)
stumpy tails and should not be used for braeding. Artificially docked toils should be rejocted.

The shoulders should bs long and sloping; laid fiat to the body; well muscied up end not ploces
but gpringy .

viewed from the side slanting 1o a stifle of proportionate langth. The hocks should be powerful .

PAWS

The paws should be rounded; well closed ond orched. The cads should be very hard with short

and strong nails which ere mostly of a dark colour. Dew clows sither single or double ore ofter
found on the hind legs; they are neither a defect nor are they required by the stendard. As they
ﬁww%%ﬁﬁm&mim to the legs it it adviscbla to remove then:.

COLOUR

Colour can be black, iron grey, ash grey, reddish yellow, reddish brown as one colour or with
regulor reddish brown to greyish white markings, fan with black seddie. The usual colours are
dork clouded (i.e. blackish tint or gray}. Yellow tan o light brown ground with corresponding
lighter markings ~ the so~called wolf colour (the or iginal colour of the wild dog). White
markings on breost and legs are ollowsble. In all except black dogs the undercost is of o light
colous. The final colour of @ puppy con be known only when the top hair has grown through .
Pure whits is permitted only with the old Germon Sheep Dogs.

*) Mr. Schwabacher made an error in his translation, the original reads "vertical® . (Sch.)



COATS

There are three varieties, viz. shori-haired, rough - or wire-haired and curly coats. The close
undercoat {underwool) is o feature cheracteristic of all three types and gives the coat its
weatherproof quality. The short-coated dog has as thick an cuter coat as pessible, each heir
being straight - hard and lying clese ageinst the body, The hair on the head, including thai
on the inside of the ear and on the front of the legs, pows and toes, is short. On the neck

the hair is longer and thicker. On the inside of the front and hind legs the hair grows
longer as far as the joint of the forepaws and the heck, and forms breeches on the rhighs.

The length of the hair vories. Too short hair is @ fault and oo long hair merely oets as o
harbouring place for dirt. When it is toe soft the undercoat {underwool) is often missing.

DEFECTS

All faults impairing usefulness, endurance and efficiency, particularly en expression lacking
in sex choracter and a temperament unbefitting o Shepherd Dog, such as apathy, weak nerves,
excitability or shyness. Monorchids or cryptorchids should both be excluded from shows o
bﬁu&wweys Lad:nfvimiity, aversion fo work, soft and spongy constitution and weedy
body consiruct ronounced colour paling. Albinos (with complete lock of pigmentation
pia&m,m}mwbaa&ﬁwgﬁ&msmwmrbqhwﬁm
This bar applies likewise to pure whites with black neses. The only exceptions to the bar
mﬁiﬂ@w%msm %Mgﬂéﬂ%ﬂmm&u%
stondord measurement, be it over the maximum or under the minimun; highleggedness and
ahe@mmawimfmﬂgmwmhmwié soft back, straight position

of the iegs and any other features which hamper o good stride~mobility and endurance of gait.
Further faults are a muzzle that is oo short, too stumpy, too blunt or toe long end lacking
in power; over ~ and undershot jows and other faults of dentition, especially under-developed
(weak) or decayed teeth. Finally, these are foults of less importance: foo soft or tes short
hair and lack of undercoat; clumsy head formation or head lacking depth of consituction; paws
too spread out or too long haired; drooping or consistently faulty eor carriage; ring tails ond
gay or otherwise faulty tail carrioge; ears and tails that have been docked, or tails that are
naturally short from birth.
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